
In the first of what 
we hope to be 
a regular series 
of interviews 
across the Ward 
Community, Alex 
Barr sat down with 
Ian Dowglass to 
talk City, Ward 
and life in general. 
Known across 
the City and 
internationally as 
‘Chewie’ Ian has been in City for 46 years, 
and seen it all.

Alex: “How do you start the day Chewie?” 
Ian: “Since lockdown I’ve been getting 
into open water sea swimming all year 
round..it’s the best way to start the day”

“Any Favourite City Streets?” 
“Bow Lane/Watling Street I’m fascinated 
by pre-war and post-war photos of the 
area”

“Favourite City building? 
“It has to be St Paul’s – Christopher Wren 
was on the money with that one, it’s a 
stunning building” 

“Best Ward memories?” 
“I stared my career here in Bread Street 
and witnessed the infamous ‘Battle of 
Watling Street’ in the late 70s when Gilt 
issuance was massively oversubscribed 
and city messengers made paper jets out 
of their applications to throw them over 
the new issues counter at the Bank of 
England”

“Things you are proud of achieving? 
“Being part of the team that built a 
succession of securities settlement 
infrastructures at the Bank (of England) 
culminating with CREST (now part of 
Euroclear)”

“Favourite financial asset class and food?” 
“Equities are nice but I generally prefer my 
assets to bear the Queen’s head, plus  
the values are much bigger. I finally  
get the idea that “cash is king”.  
Food? Rare roast beef, and  
proper English bitter!”

You can find Chewie in the 
sea down in Brighton, or 
in Euroclear’s Cannon 
Street offices. Just don’t 
ask Ian for a Chewbacca 
impersonation…

Ward ‘Coffee and Catch Up’: 
Ian Dowglass, Euroclear.
Venue – Pauls, Bow Lane. 

At a ceremony held in November in the Guildhall’s Chamberlain’s Court, 
The City of London Corporation granted the Freedom of the City to Jayant 
and Rajeshree Amin. Jayant and Rajeshree have run their shop, The 
Centre, at 63 Cannon Street for many years. The joint grant of the freedom 
was in recognition of their tireless service to the City economy over several 
decades. The Amin’s shop has adapted and survived through changes 
in consumer behaviour, technology trends and most recently, the covid 
lockdown. Known to many, the Amins and The Centre shop are as vital 
a part of both Ward and City fabric as our larger Banks, Asset Managers 
and IT businesses. Tracey Graham and Alex Barr, Ward councillors, were 
delighted to nominate and support the Amins’ Freedom application. The 
Amins hosted a wonderful family celebration lunch on the day in Guildhall.

City of London Freedom ceremony 
for longstanding Ward business

December 2021
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Left to right Alex Barr, Rajeshree Amin, Jayant Amin, Tracey Graham 

A warm Guildhall welcome to the Amin family and friends!

Ian “Chewie“ Dowglass 
outside Pauls in Bow Lane



On 18 November, Sir 
Michael Snyder and 
Alex Barr joined the new 
Lord Mayor, Alderman 
Vincent Keaveny and 
Sheriffs, Alderman Alison 
Gowman and Alderman 
Nicholas Lyons for 
the annual Bow Lane 
light switch on. James 
Goolnik, Chairman of 
the Bow Bells Association 
opened the proceedings 
with an upbeat welcome 
speech. The Lord Mayor 
spoke of his support 
for ward businesses, 
including buying his  
shoes and suits here.  
Sir Michael and Alex 
added in some gentle 
heckling on needing to add haircuts, vaping supplies etc to that, a nod to the many thriving Bow Lane 
business all open that night in honour of the event. After the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs with their 
consorts departed, a group of Club members gathered at the Place Below where they enjoyed a good 
‘noggin and natter’. 

Preparations are well underway for the forthcoming Ward Club Annual Luncheon which will be in the 
Clothworkers Hall on 10th December. 

Bow Lane Lights and Ward club

Left to right, Alderman and Mrs Nicolas Lyons, James Goolnik, The Lord Mayor, Alderman Vincent Keaveny, 
Common Councilman Alex Barr, Ward Deputy Sir Michale Snyder, Alderman Alison Gowman.
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Key committee appointments: 
Planning and Transportation
Culture, Heritage & Libraries
City of London Freemen’s School
Establishment (Chairman)

Key committee appointments: 
Policy and Resources 
Finance
Community & Children’s Services
Capital Buildings Committee (Chairman)

Key committee appointments: 
Port Health and Environmental Services
City of London School
Audit and Risk Management (Chairman)
Police Pensions (Chairman)

If you no longer wish to receive this 
newsletter, only want to receive an 
email notification to download it or 
are receiving more than one copy 
per household then please send  
your details and the name of your 
ward newsletter to  
wardnewsletters@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
and we will amend our database.
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The focus of your civic team through 
the last year has been on supporting 
the needs of our smaller businesses as 
we moved through the pandemic’s 
phases. This hasn’t been to the exclusion 
of staying close to the Ward’s larger 
firms, and indeed that process of 
engagement has continued virtually.

Overseeing the day-to-day business of 
the Corporation has continued and your 
team have play their part in steering key 
priorities through Common Council. The 
Corporation still has to provide essential 
services and maintain the City to the 
high standards that all its users expect. 
Your councillors continue to hold key 
roles:

Sir Michael Snyder was re-elected to 
Chair the Capital Buildings Committee, 
which leads on the oversight of major 
capital building projects. This includes 
the new combined courts and police 
facility, known as ‘The Salisbury Square 
Development’. This new justice quarter 
will reinvigorate the area, the former 
home of the newspaper industry. On 
completion, it should support c2,500 jobs, 
of which c400 will be newly created. Sir 
Michael was also re-elected to the Policy 
and Resources committee, the City’s 
principal committee. 

Alex Barr was appointed to Chair the 
City’s Audit & Risk Committee, which 
oversees the City’s audit arrangements 

Key roles for Cordwainer team

The Cordwainer Ward club has new 
leadership for this civic year, with 
Carmen Hart recently assuming 
the Chair role from David Reynolds. 
Elected as her Vice-Chairman was 
Sam Walker. This year’s programme 
of events has already started with 
a virtual meeting on May 20 with 
Roy Hay, guitarist and song writer 
mainly of Culture Club, and Nico 
Golfar his executive producer, 
with both joining from Los Angeles.  
The club looks forward to hosting 
in-person events, with all details 
posted on the club website, 
cordwainer.co.uk. 

Ward club news

and its systems of internal control and risk 
management strategy, plus its anti-fraud 
and corruption arrangements. The role 
comes with responsibility for overseeing 
the key Covid-19 risk that has impacted all 
aspects of the Corporation.

Tracey Graham was appointed as 
Chair of the Establishment Committee 
which is responsible for personnel and all 
establishment matters.That Committee 

has led the adoption of a new Target 
Operating Model for the Corporation, 
which will lead to tangible efficiency 
savings and create a new leadership 
framework. Tracey continues her 
membership of the Planning Committee, 
important for maintaining the City’s pre-
eminence as a world financial centre 
and supporting the planning needs of 
SMEs and residents.  

These key positions reaffirm your civic 
team’s ability to deliver change and a 
better City for all. 

Sam 
Walker

Carmen 
Hart


