
Following the City’s Court of Common Council approval this 
March of a proposal to create a £50m City of London Covid 
Business Recovery Fund to alleviate some of the worst effects 
of the pandemic, many local ward businesses have since been 
able to take advantage of this scheme. The closing date was 
extended until 30 June giving vital extra time for Ward businesses 
to complete their applications. 

Sir Michael Snyder, Alex Barr and Tracey Graham have been 
pleased to see the positive impact that this has had on many 
local businesses, having proposed and supported the original 
initiative. 

Following on from their ward visits throughout this summer, and 
in the vanguard of the broader City return to work, Sir Michael 
commented “Alex, Tracey and I have been delighted that many 
of our smaller businesses, so vital to the broader City economy, 
and of course the local Cordwainer environment, have sought 
and received support from this recovery fund. By necessity we 
have been at arm’s length from the application process but 
it’s been great to have heard on our regular ward walks so 
many instances where this money has really been able to help. 
Equally, we know that not every business was able to satisfy the 
grant criteria and we are, as ever, on hand to offer continuing 
guidance and advice to businesses”.
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Alex Barr and Sir Michael Snyder sharing 
a post lockdown light-hearted moment!)

On 29 June Sir 
Michael Snyder and 
Alex Barr were lucky 
enough to be able 
to attend a jazz 
performance by 
the Vaux Quintet. 
This was part of 
LIVE - a week long 
community music 
festival offered by 
St Mary-le-Bow, 
organised by staff 
and volunteers, 
and generously 
sponsored by the 
Cheapside Business 
Alliance. 

Many members 
of the Cordwainer 
Ward Club were 

also present and enjoyed the excellent bar service offered 
by Anthony Middleton’s Café Below. This is very much an 
annual fixture in the Cordwainer calendar, and its presence 
was particularly welcome this year as one of the first 
‘post-lockdown’ events bringing a welcome early return of 
confidence to the Ward.

Bow Lane Street party
Ward businesses, residents and visitors were 
offered a glimpse of what a more permanent 
return of City life might look like with the 
first ever Bow Lane Street party on 24 June. 
James Goolnik, the Chairman of the Bow Bells 
Association, and practice founder of Bow Lane 
Dental, organised the wonderful array of local 
shops and businesses in Bow Lane, Watling 
Street and Well Court. 

The event was supported by Claire Dumontier-
Marriage from the Cheapside Business Alliance.  
The streets were decorated with bunting and 
there was live music, food, raffles and plenty of 
socially distanced smiles. 

Alex Barr attended from your civic team,  
and the event was opened by Chris Hayward, 
one of the City’s two Sherrifs. 

Bow Lane resplendent and decked out in bunting

Jazz in the Churchyard



On 9 September the Ward Club 
chairman, Carmen Hart, arranged 
a walk around the Ward. This was 
led by Andy Catto, a Blue Badge 
City guide and supported the Club’s 
aim of supporting the Ward and its 
immediate economy. The event was 
also attended by Tracey Graham 
from your civic team.

As Cordwainer Ward is one of the 
smaller City Wards, the journey was 
compact, and focused around 
our significant local history. The 
tour was inspiring from the start, 
with the two churches of St. Mary-
le-Bow and St. Mary Aldermary 
featuring prominently. The tour 
group admired the bronze Cordwainer Statue that sits in Watling Street adjacent to St Mary Aldermary, 
and commissioned to celebrate the centenary of the Cordwainer Ward Club. The tour moved on to 
Bloomberg’s European Headquarters, a building rightly recognised with landmark architectural and 
ergonomic awards.  The group then paused outside the London Mithraeum, one of the UK’s most 
significant archaeological sites and housed beneath the Bloomberg building.

Following a short stroll along Cheapside, the Club then dined at the Place Below, which is in the crypt  
of St. Mary-le-Bow. 

Details of all future events, along with details of how to join, can all be found on the club website,  
www.cordwainer.co.uk. 
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Ward Club members outside Bloomberg’s iconic European headquarters’ building

Who We Are

Alex Barr
E-mail: alexander.barr@
cityoflondon.gov.uk
Tel: 07725 623 486

Sir Michael Snyder 
Ward Deputy
E-mail: Michael.Snyder@
cityoflondon.gov.uk
Tel: 07768 233233

Tracey Graham
E-mail: tracey.graham@
cityoflondon.gov.uk
Tel: 07568 600 411

Key committee appointments: 
Planning and Transportation
Culture, Heritage & Libraries
City of London Freemen’s School
Establishment (Chairman)

Key committee appointments: 
Policy and Resources 
Finance
Community & Children’s Services
Capital Buildings Committee (Chairman)

Key committee appointments: 
Port Health and Environmental Services
City of London School
Audit and Risk Management (Chairman)
Police Pensions (Chairman)

If you no longer wish to receive this 
newsletter, only want to receive an 
email notification to download it or 
are receiving more than one copy 
per household then please send  
your details and the name of your 
ward newsletter to  
wardnewsletters@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
and we will amend our database.
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The focus of your civic team through 
the last year has been on supporting 
the needs of our smaller businesses as 
we moved through the pandemic’s 
phases. This hasn’t been to the exclusion 
of staying close to the Ward’s larger 
firms, and indeed that process of 
engagement has continued virtually.

Overseeing the day-to-day business of 
the Corporation has continued and your 
team have play their part in steering key 
priorities through Common Council. The 
Corporation still has to provide essential 
services and maintain the City to the 
high standards that all its users expect. 
Your councillors continue to hold key 
roles:

Sir Michael Snyder was re-elected to 
Chair the Capital Buildings Committee, 
which leads on the oversight of major 
capital building projects. This includes 
the new combined courts and police 
facility, known as ‘The Salisbury Square 
Development’. This new justice quarter 
will reinvigorate the area, the former 
home of the newspaper industry. On 
completion, it should support c2,500 jobs, 
of which c400 will be newly created. Sir 
Michael was also re-elected to the Policy 
and Resources committee, the City’s 
principal committee. 

Alex Barr was appointed to Chair the 
City’s Audit & Risk Committee, which 
oversees the City’s audit arrangements 

Key roles for Cordwainer team

The Cordwainer Ward club has new 
leadership for this civic year, with 
Carmen Hart recently assuming 
the Chair role from David Reynolds. 
Elected as her Vice-Chairman was 
Sam Walker. This year’s programme 
of events has already started with 
a virtual meeting on May 20 with 
Roy Hay, guitarist and song writer 
mainly of Culture Club, and Nico 
Golfar his executive producer, 
with both joining from Los Angeles.  
The club looks forward to hosting 
in-person events, with all details 
posted on the club website, 
cordwainer.co.uk. 
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and its systems of internal control and risk 
management strategy, plus its anti-fraud 
and corruption arrangements. The role 
comes with responsibility for overseeing 
the key Covid-19 risk that has impacted all 
aspects of the Corporation.

Tracey Graham was appointed as 
Chair of the Establishment Committee 
which is responsible for personnel and all 
establishment matters.That Committee 

has led the adoption of a new Target 
Operating Model for the Corporation, 
which will lead to tangible efficiency 
savings and create a new leadership 
framework. Tracey continues her 
membership of the Planning Committee, 
important for maintaining the City’s pre-
eminence as a world financial centre 
and supporting the planning needs of 
SMEs and residents.  

These key positions reaffirm your civic 
team’s ability to deliver change and a 
better City for all. 

Sam 
Walker

Carmen 
Hart


